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TEAR Australia
Transform, Empower, Advocate & Restore
We’re focused in places of great need, partnering with local
Christian agencies to end poverty, challenge inequality and build
sustainable communities. Together, we act with courage, tackling
injustice in order that all may experience fullness of life.

Charles Dickens famously began
his historical novel, A Tale of Two
Cities with the line “It was the best
of times, it was the worst of times”.
The same could easily have been
written about today with much of the
world confronted by a combination
of change, disruption, opportunity
and fear. For many, the opportunities
that now exist to live lives beyond
the “hand-to-mouth” dependency
their families have known is hugely
significant. For others, overcoming
barriers of discrimination to find new
levels of respect and the promise
of freedom and independence is
enormous. On the other hand, we
know all too well from the 24/7
news cycle that situations of conflict,
climate change, mass migration,
and inequality abound, filling the
“atmosphere” of the 21st Century
with challenges of enormous scale
and complexity.

For the Christian church these
are challenging yet exciting times,
inviting us to engage a range of
important discipleship questions and
practices. What do these particular
times demand of us as followers of
Christ? How in this global age of
disruption, opportunity and change
do we find space to return again
and again to the teachings of Jesus,
seeking wisdom and renewal?
In particular, this four-part study
series will explore the subject of
Renewed Way of Living and wrestle
with “what it means to live well as
Christians today”. As such, we will
engage with topics including work,
money, vocation and sustainability
and how as people of faith, we
are called to new life in Christ.
A new life, that as the Apostle
Paul describes in Romans 12:1-2,
requires our whole lives,

I appeal to you therefore, brothers
and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship.
Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you
may discern what is the will of God
– what is good and acceptable
and perfect. Romans 12:1-2 (Romans 12:1-2)
To help in this project, Renewed
Way of Living brings together
a fantastic range of Christian
theologians, activists, development
workers and everyday Christians in
order to help you and your group
dive deeply into this most critical
of themes.

Our hope is that through engaging in
this Renewed Way of Living series,
Christians will take further steps to
examine how, in these uncertain
times, we can practise “renewed
ways of living” that materially and
spiritually point to God’s promise of
a renewed and better tomorrow, not
just for ourselves, but for all
of creation.

Unit 1/4 Solwood Lane,
Blackburn VIC 3130
advocacy@tear.org.au
1800 244 986
www.tear.org.au
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Getting started
Renewed Way of Living is designed
around four sessions, each
containing a series of reflections and
bible studies from various authors.
The bible studies themselves should
each take between 60 and 90
minutes, depending on how talkative
your group is! Each session includes
some biblical material, questions
for discussion and other teaching.
Please use them flexibly, according
to the needs of your group. Our four
Renewed Way of Living themes are;

Session 1
Discerning the times – Seeking
Shalom. What is the nature of
the age we are in? How do we
understand what is going on in the
world at the moment? Is fear taking
over? What does this mean for our
discipleship today? Drawing on both
Old and New Testament passages,
Deborah Storie invites us to reflect
on these questions as a starting point
to imagining a renewed way of living
for our times.

Session 2
Let’s talk about money – Some say
“it grows on trees”, others “that it
makes the world go round”. Jesus
on the other hand said that “you
can’t worship God and money”. This
study on money and discipleship by
Jonathan Cornford addresses “front
on” one of those topics many of us
seek to avoid: money. In these global
times how, as followers of Christ,
do we handle debt, think about our
spending and the way we save and
share our money?

4

Session 3
What
does it look like to follow the call of
Jesus within the context of our work
and particularly as we are called
to steward our resources towards
a better tomorrow of justice and
renewal? In this study John Beckett
skilfully invites us to reflect upon
our own calling and experiences of
vocation and work, within the context
of biblical teaching.

Session 4
Renewing Creation – Most of us
would say that we care about the
environment. Many of us are already
doing our bit to live sustainably.
But what’s any of it got to do with
following Jesus? In this study Greg
Hewson asks the often assumed but
critical question “why does God want
us to care for creation in the
first place?”
Note to Group leaders
Please read through the material
carefully before your group meeting,
and try to match suggested actions
with your group’s needs and
interests. Also note that there are
three separate ‘Group Resources’
that need to be downloaded as part
of the Sessions 1 and 3. You will also
need access to the internet and a
screen for Session 4.

RENEWED WAY OF LIVING
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Session 1
Discerning the times – Seeking Shalom

To me, being a Christian in
these times is to say ...
“I need no security apart
from God’s love and
grace, and I can step out
in generous love towards
my neighbour because I
am dearly loved and have
nothing to lose.” ...

For me, moving beyond fear
means preaching the gospel to
myself; reciting over and over
my history, that I once was lost
and now am found, that I have
been permanently reconciled
to God. That’s where it starts
for me, and from there I think
it’s about meditating on the
coming kingdom, living in
community and serving others,
because God’s kingdom is
the positive alternative that
defeats fear, not dwelling on
fear itself or trying to attack
people’s fears.
Tom Allen

RENEWED WAY OF LIVING
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Session 1

Discerning the times – Seeking Shalom

Bible Study 1
Like many Christians who grew up in
the Church, I memorised numerous
Bible verses during my childhood and
teenage years. Romans 12:1-2 remains
a favourite:
Read – Romans 12:1-2
The way I understood these verses was
profoundly shaped by the individualistic
dualistic lens of our culture. Faith was
about – and only about! – the individual
believer’s personal relationship with
God. As a result, I unconsciously
re-wrote Paul’s words so that they
addressed me personally, individually
and immediately:
I was to present my body as my
sacrifice to God (by remaining sexually
pure and avoiding alcohol, cigarettes
and other drugs) which would be
my (spiritual) worship. I was not to
be conformed to the world but to be
transformed by the renewal of my mind
so that I might discern the will of God
(for my life) – which would be good
and acceptable (enabling me to reach
my full potential through a meaningful,
fulfilling life).
I did not realise that the personal
pronouns (you, your) in Romans
12.1-2 are plural. Paul addresses the
community as a whole, not individuals
within community. Nor did I notice the
delicate interplay of other plural and
singular terms.
Discuss – How do you understand
and experience this text?

Has the way you read and respond
to it changed over time? Note: If
someone in your group hasn’t heard
Romans 12:1-2 before, invite them
to share their impressions and
thoughts first!
My inadvertent rewriting of Scripture
is not unusual. Several contemporary
translations and many commentators
intentionally amend Romans 12:1-2
to “make better sense.” This is quite
a problem. God’s ways are not the
ways of Rome, or of Babylon, or of
global corporate capitalism. What
makes sense within any of these
cultures is not necessarily what makes
sense to God. After all, isn’t “Christ
crucified a stumbling block to Jews and
foolishness to the nations” (1 Cor 1:23)?
Discuss – What are some of the
challenges you face in following
Jesus in today’s society?
In our fractured divided world,
with so many competing agendas
clamouring for attention, how do we
choose which voices to tune in to and
which to ignore? In an age of spin and
fake news, the powers that be “call evil
good and good evil” and “put darkness
for light and light for darkness”
(Is 5:20-23). “Justice is held back” and
“truth stumbles in the public square”
(Is 59:14). How, then, do we even
begin to discern the will of God?

Revisiting Romans –
some background

The Jesus movement in Rome began
within synagogues as pilgrim Jews
and God-fearers returned from
Jerusalem with new faith in Jesus the
Messiah.2 Early Christ communities
were comprised predominantly of Jews
and God-fearers whose values were
shaped by a complex symbolic world.
They spoke Greek and inhabited a
world dominated by Roman rule and
values yet thought in Jewish concepts.
The stories and symbols of Scripture
shaped their hopes and imaginations.
The Gospel flourished in the poorest
most overcrowded areas of Rome.
Most early Christ-followers lived at
or below subsistence level. Many
were slaves or ex-slaves. Many
polluted conditions, poor nutrition
and dangerous work. Along with nonChristian Jews and God-fearers, they
were often ostracised as “deviants”
whose refusal to participate in
religious festivals and conform to
other social norms threatened social
cohesion and stability.

Paul’s letter to “God’s beloved in

Group Resource 1:
Competing values
and ideologies

2. What competing values and
conceptions of good and evil, and
of justice and injustice do these
contrasts reflect?

You will need to download the
Group Resource 1 –
http://4tm.me/rwl and go through
the questions below.

3. Discuss contemporary lived
experience and dominant
ideologies for each category. Go
beyond frequently articulated
values such as “mateship” and
“a fair go” to identify values that
actually shape society. Don’t
limit discussion to your personal

1. Contrast the lived experience of
first century Palestinian communities
and Roman imperial ideology with
Israel’s scriptural ideal and critique.

strangely familiar situation.1 According
to Paul, those who administered Roman
society suppressed the truth, called
right wrong and wrong right, invented
new ways of doing evil, and applauded
others who did the same (Rom 1:18-32).
The communities to whom Paul wrote
lived in the very heart of an empire
that was estranged from God and

experience, include the experience
situations. List main points in the
chart.
4. Are Australia’s dominant ideologies
good and pleasing to God?
5. What do you notice?
How do you feel about it?

Prepared exclusively for finechocolate@gmail.com Transaction: 0040414830
RWOL-Resource-FA.indd 6

20/10/2017 2:12 PM

Session 1

Discerning the times – Seeking Shalom

Read + Reflect
I’ve written out Romans 12:1-2 again,
this time with my own thoughts
included. Group Leaders, invite
take turns reading out each of these
sections. Before moving on to the
next reader, take time to share and
reflect on what you each find helpful
about each idea.
Therefore, I appeal to you, brothers
and sisters, by the mercies of God ...
• Paul echoes an Old Testament
phrase, the mercies of God (hoi
oiktirmoi tou theou), to base his
appeal both on past mercies of
God (referring back to all he’s
already written about the salvation
and justice of God) and on present
and future mercies that enable
Christ communities to discern and
live according to God’s will.
... to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice ...
• Bodies (somata) represent the
entirety of who people are and
what they do: hearts and minds,
possessions and activities,
emotions and relationships,
memories, hopes and fears, plans
and ambitions as well as physical
bodies.
• The shift from plural ‘bodies’ to
singular ‘sacrifice’ indicates that
the Christ community as a whole
present and consecrate their
bodies to God – many bodies, one
sacrifice.
• Paul earlier stressed the practical
nature of this sacrifice: “No longer
present your members to sin as
tools of injustice (adikaia), but
present yourselves ... and your
members to God as tools of justice
(dikaiosune)” (Rom 6:13).

... holy and pleasing to God, which
is your reasonable worship.
• The phrase “pleasing to God”
evokes Old Testament traditions
about what “pleases” and
“displeases” God (1 Sam 15:22; Ps
51:16-17; Is 59:14-15; Hos 6:6; Amos
5:21-24). Acts of worship without
obedience and just practice are
returns to this tradition at 14:17-18:
“For the kingdom of God is not
food and drink but righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy
Spirit. The one who thus serves
Christ is pleasing to God...”
• “Reasonable (logikos) worship”
indicates congruence between
the act of worship and the mercies
of God, and between the act of
worship and worshippers’ lives.3
The community’s “reasonable”
response to the mercies of God
by doing what pleases God. Daily
life becomes a continuous act of
worship – a liturgy of life.
Do not be conformed to this age but
be transformed by the renewal of
the mind ...
• Paul here draws on the Jewish
apocalyptic concept of “this age”
(which operates without reference
to God and is dominated by
sin and death) and “the age to
come” (in which God’s life-giving
reign of justice is fully realised).
Followers of Jesus live in the
overlap between “the new age”
inaugurated by the resurrection
of Christ and “the old age” which
has not yet passed away. Caught
between the ages, the Christ
community anticipates and lives
toward the new age while still
• Paul always uses the singular
form of the noun “mind” (nous).4
In this case it designates the
renewal of “the mind” of the Christ

community rather than the renewal
of individual minds. Renewal of
the (community) mind creates the
(collective) capacity to discern the
will of God.
... so that you may discern what is
the will of God, what is good and
pleasing and perfect.
• Discernment (doximazo) means to
discover, examine, test, approve,
accept and put into practice that
which is discerned. As Paul wrote
to “all the saints in Christ Jesus at
Philippi” (Phil 1:1): “This is my prayer,
that your love may overflow more
and more with knowledge and full
insight that you may discern what is
best ...” (Phil 1:9-10).
• Discernment is more than rational
but is not irrational: the mind
retains its cognitive critical powers
while it is being renewed. It helps
to remember that “God has not
given us a spirit of fear but of
power, love and a sound mind”
(2 Tim 1:7).
• The Spirit’s role in transforming
(metamorophao) and renewing
(anakainosis) the mind is explicit
in some of Paul’s other letters:
“All of us ... are being transformed
into the same image ... just as from
the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor 3:18);
“God our Saviour ... saved us ...
through ... renewal by the Holy
Spirit” (Titus 3:4-5).
• “The will of God” refers to the will
of God for the entire created order.
It includes God’s will for my life but
this is not the central focus.
• Discerning the will of God
requires the ability “to discern the
times.” Jesus rebuked the crowds
who “knew how to discern the
face of the earth and the sky”
yet “did not know how to
discern the present time”
(Luke 12:56; Matt 16:3).

RENEWED WAY OF LIVING
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Session 1

Discerning the times – Seeking Shalom

Closing Reflection
Like God’s beloved in Rome, we
follow Jesus in confusing in-betweentimes after his resurrection and
before his return to make all things
new. Unlike those Paul’s letter
originally addressed, we do not live
at or below subsistence level, are
not slaves or ex-slaves and are not
socio-economically and politically
marginalised. In order to discern
which of a myriad discipleship
pathways God would have us take,
we need to take a cool hard look at
where we sit within today’s networks
of power and privilege. We need to
discern the times.
Discerning the times leads to
corporate repentance (“the sins
of the ancestors”, see Daniel 9);
repentance opens the way to further

discernment. To welcome the new
order of God’s reign we must let go
of present arrangements and be
willing to move with the Spirit into
uncharted territory. Discipleship
between-the-times involves
imagining and living towards the
“new age” of the kingdom while
wrestling with the concrete
challenges of our day.
Some of our toughest challenges
do not involve conscious decisions.
They concern socially and culturally
normative rhythms and patterns
of life, the too-often unquestioned
habits and behaviours that
collectively constitute the so-called
“Australian way of life”. This life-style
drives and depends on unsustainable
economic practices and normalises
levels of resource consumption and
waste production that the planet

conformed to this age!
Discipleship and discernment are
not solitary practices. They depend
on covenant communities that
open the Scriptures together, pray
and repent, and share Sabbath
observance and everyday worship
disciplines – the liturgy of life.
As we grow in the image of God and
seek to live lives consonant with our
identity and calling, we become more
truly who we are as God’s people.
Communities thus transformed
foreshadow the restoration of
all things.
“Let anyone who has an ear listen
to what the Spirit is saying to the
churches” (Rev 2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22).

Group Resource 2:
Closing meditation and prayer –
visit http://4tm.me/rwl to access a
copy of the closing reflection)
You will need to download the
Group Resource 2
1. Listen to Zechariah’s vison of a
society that pleases God before
moving to prayer. You may like
to draw as you listen and pray.
2. Invite group members to name
aspects of our world and culture
that grieve God and celebrate
aspects of our world and culture
that are pleasing to God.
3. Invite the Spirit to transform
us, aligning our values and
aspirations with what is good
and pleasing to God.
4. Ask God to strengthen us to live
as God’s people even when
“this age” declares us foolish
and deviant.

Further reading

1 Paul had not yet visited Rome when he wrote
Romans (55-58 CE).

Walter Brueggemann, Living
toward a Vision: Biblical Reflections
on Shalom. Philadelphia: United
Church Press, 1976.

2 There had been a significant Jewish
population in Rome for several hundred years.
Military generals brought thousands of Jewish
captives to Rome as slaves. Other Jews
immigrated for business or political reasons.

M Shawn Copeland, “Saying Yes
and Saying No.” Pages 59-73 in
Dorothy Bass (ed.) Practising Our
Faith: A Way of Life for a Searching
People. San Francisco: JosseyBass, 1998.

3 Logikos occurs only here and at 1 Pet 2:2.
It is misleading to translate logikos ‘spiritual’
because spirit (pneuma) language does not
occur in these texts.
4 “The mind” and “your (plural) mind (singular)”
reflect variations in ancient manuscripts.
Both are correct.

Deborah Storie, “Connecting the
Dots: Our Lifestyles and Their
Lives” Working Together 2 (2008):
1, 2, 6.

5. Conclude with the Lord’s Prayer
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Deborah Storie is Postdoctoral
Research Associate at University
of Divinity, Adjunct Faculty at
Whitley College, and Ordination
Discernment Intern at East
Doncaster Baptist Church. Deborah
has enjoyed a long relationship
with TEAR Australia. Her past roles
include serving on TEAR’s Board
and Project Review Committee
and several Overseas Field Worker
secondments.
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We lived in Afghanistan for many
years. We lived there as a family,
with our kids, sending them to the
little school down the road, shopping
in the bazaar, doing all the ordinary
and unspectacular things that make
up a life. It was wonderful. It was
occasionally infuriating, but rarely
did we feel anything like fear, despite
Afghanistan having become a byword
for terror, violence and conflict.

Phil Sparrow

TEAR’s Development Education Experience Programs
(DEEP) are exciting, confronting and unforgettable.
TEAR’s Exposure Experiences are about going DEEPer in your
faith and justice journey. Going DEEPer with TEAR’s partners,
seeing their amazing work for yourself, hearing stories of hope and
challenge directly from marginalised but resilient communities, and
allowing God to speak to you about what it looks like for you to
make a response to poverty and injustice in your own context.
DEEP trips range from two to seven weeks.
To find out more visit www.tear.org.au or
contact the TEAR national office on 1800 244 986
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Session 2
Let’s talk about money

Money promises security,
comfort and power and I find
those temptations compelling.
I don’t think I will ever
“overcome” them but Jesus’
way of living help me deal with
them in the day to day.
Trevor Thomas Managing Director, Ethinvest

RENEWED WAY OF LIVING
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Session 2

Let’s talk about money

Bible Study 2
There are questions it’s said you
should never ask in polite company.
What someone earns and how they
choose to spend, save or invest that
money is one of them.
Since the end of the 1980s,
Australians have engaged in an
alarming frenzy of borrowing. Whereas
in 1988 the average household debt
was 64% of income, by 2015 that
had risen to 185% of income. In 2015
Australian households were amongst
the most indebted on earth, and
this at time when Australian wealth
and incomes were higher than
ever before.
How can Christians break the social
taboo to look at how we use our
money, for good and ill, both as
individuals and as a community, and
to have something thoughtful to say
to our wider community on this topic?

Money as a spiritual force
Read – Matthew 6:19-24
Teachings on money take up a
significant portion of the Sermon
the Mount. The first two teachings
(vv.19-23) concern the things we
own (our treasure) and the things
we desire (direct our “eyes” to),
observing that these things can
lead us to profoundly misdirect our
lives. The fourth teaching (vv.2534) describes a “right ordering” of
our material lives, recognising that
we have real material needs, but
situating those within the bigger
idea of “the kingdom of God and his
righteousness (or justice)”.
The hinge between these two
teachings is a shocking statement
about money: “You cannot serve both
God and money” (v.24). The language
is uncompromising. He doesn’t say
that it is hard to do, or unwise to
attempt; it simply cannot be done.
Even more significant is the way
that Jesus chooses to name money:

12

“Mammon” (see the translation notes
in your Bible). Mammon was an
Aramaic word referring to money or
riches, meaning “that in which one
trusts”. Jesus personifies Mammon
as a spiritual force in this teaching,
giving it the full force of an idol and
putting it in direct opposition to God.
Reflect – invite the group to reflect
on all the things that captivate “our
eyes” and the ways in which these
shape our desire. Think about
your social circles, work life, media
consumption etc. How can we take
more responsibility to ensure that our
“eye is healthy”?
Discuss – Why do you think Jesus’
language on money is so strong and
uncompromising? What is at stake?
Brainstorm the ways in which you see
money working as a destructive force
in the world, whether personally,
socially, politically or ecologically.

Renunciation & Giving
Jesus understood that we need
concrete practices of saying “no”
to Mammon to break its power
and the easiest way to do this is to
give it away (see Luke 12:33 and
14:33). When we simply give away
money that we could have rightfully
kept for ourselves, we de-throne
Mammon, turning it back into mere
money, something that can be used
positively for human purposes.
However, Jesus doesn’t just call us to
practices of giving as a negative act
against Mammon; he is also calling us
to respond powerfully and materially
to the need we see in the world.
Read – Deuteronomy 26:12-15
and Matthew 5:42 and 6:2-4
The Hebrew tithe (which simply
means “tenth”) was a structured form
of giving based on the conviction
that everything we have comes from
God. It’s a form of remembrance and
thankfulness expressed by meeting
the needs of others (“the Levite, the
alien, the orphan and the widow”).

Jesus commends the practice of the
tithe (see Matthew 23:23) but goes
much further, seemingly encouraging
reckless giving. Giving “alms” literally
means a response of mercy – that
is, entering empathetically into
someone else’s position. Whereas
tithing represents a commitment
to God that is structured into our
household budget, almsgiving is an
act of spontaneous generosity that is
unplanned and risky.
Reflect
• Is the concept of a tithe – that
is, a decision to give away a set
percentage of your income in a
structured way – something you
find worrying or liberating?
• How do we cultivate habits of
spontaneous generosity?
Practical actions to consider
• Try and add up how much you
have given over the last 12 months.
How do you feel about your level
of giving?
• Develop a giving plan laying out
how much you will give each
month and who to. Set up your
bank account to automatically
transfer these amounts
accordingly.
• Find a way to make an anonymous
donation to someone who you
know has a financial need.

Savings & Investment
We live in an economy where
ensuring a return on capital is the
primary law, and a society where
“making your money work for you”
is not only the norm, it is seen as
good citizenship. We are schooled
to demand security and high returns
from our use of money, but we
are rarely encouraged to ask any
questions about what our money
ends up doing in the world.

RENEWED WAY OF LIVING
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Session 2

Let’s talk about money

Read – Leviticus 25:35-38

Discuss

This is one of a number of
commandments prohibiting the
charging of interest from a fellow
Israelite. The context of lending
envisaged here is not commercial
finance, but providing loans to

• What are the main voices that have
shaped your attitude to money and
the “responsible” use of money,
and what do they say?

such as the loss of a crop. This is
not some superstitious suspicion of
making a return, but rather an inprinciple objection to making profit
from someone else’s need.
Reflect – Can you think of any
modern day equivalents, where
return on an investment is in fact
profiting from someone’s need?
Discuss – What do you know about:
• the behaviour of the financial
institution where you keep a
savings account?
• where your superannuation
is invested?
• the relationship between return on
shares and company behaviour?
• the relationship between property
investment and the housing
Read – Luke 12:16-34
There is no doubt that all the hardest
things said about money in the Bible
are all said by Jesus. But this much
is obvious: Jesus consistently warns
against centring your life around
the accumulation of wealth and the
shoring-up of financial security. Those
goals (or pressures) are seen as a
type of bondage that stifles life.
From a Christian perspective, the
two fundamental questions are:
1. Why seek to save money or invest
for a return?
2. If I receive a return on my money,
where did the increase come
from? What was done in the
world to produce that profit, and
does that sit comfortably with the
teaching of Jesus?

• If, primarily, we are called to “seek
first the kingdom of God”, how
might our use of surplus money
(money we are not just giving
away) actually be put to the service
of good work and good things in
the world?
• When we say, “I really invested in
that person (or church or group
etc)”, we are saying that we gave
something of ourselves for its
growth and nurture. How might our
financial investments be thought of
in the same way?
Practical actions to consider
• Find out about the ethical
behaviour of your financial
institution, and if necessary, switch
financial institutions.
• Switch your superannuation into an
ethical super fund.

Debt
The modern attitude to debt has
undergone a revolution. Whereas
once the primary concern of
household finances was how to
ensure saving, now the primary
concern is to meet debt obligations.
Debt was once a matter of gravity,
now it is ubiquitous and entered
into with little thought. Debt is now
as much a part of the landscape of
everyday household economics as
groceries. Indeed, many households
use debt (credit cards) to buy
groceries.

end, there is even a commendation
to lend to them (vv.7-11). However,
there is also a recognition that the
position of indebtedness, if it is
too deep or too widespread, leads
to an invidious social & economic
predicament for the debtor, and
too much power for the creditor.
More than that though, debt is
fundamentally associated with the
condition of slavery, the condition
from which God has liberated the
Israelites. The heart of this objection
is that a slave, or a person bound
by debt to someone else, is not fully
free to follow God. For this reason
the Hebrew law insists on periodic
remission of debts – wiping the slate
clean and starting again.
Reflect – Invite the members of the
group to reflect on these questions
Practical actions to consider
• Replace your credit card with a
debit card.
• If you have multiple debts,
consider consolidating
(refinancing) your debts into a
single debt to reduce your interest
burden and repayment stress.
• Sell your home and join a
hippy commune.

Read – Deuteronomy 15:1-17
In this, the great Biblical manifesto
on debt, a number of important
statements are being made. Firstly,
there is a clear recognition of the
necessity for people to borrow at
certain times of their life, and to this
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Household Covenant

The Household Covenant
is founded upon the
understanding that we are
called to follow Jesus with
our whole lives, and that
this requires, among other
things, the rediscovery of
the centrality of teaching
about our material life within
the Bible.
The seven-fold covenant
focuses on household
economics – from personal
and family finances to
day-to-day practices.

The Covenant invites you to
think of at least one specific
commitment you can make
in each of these seven
areas. Its purpose is to help
you take creative, realistic
and appropriate “next
steps” in your household. It
doesn’t matter where you
are starting from – everyone
can take a step. It is the
direction that is important.
Visit mannagum.org.au
and download a free copy
of the Household Covenant
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We live in a loud, busy, extroverted
culture which prods and pulls us
toward consumption and toward
MORE almost every waking minute.
The call to live simply is one of those
calls to pursue life on the narrow road.
(Matthew 7:14)

It is not easy.
It is best not to try it alone.

Claire Dawson TEAR Supporter and author of A Climate of Hope

Jonathan Cornford is the
co-founder of Manna Gum,
“a ministry in good news
economics”. Jonathan has a
background in international
development and is a member
of the Centre for Research in
Religion and Social Policy (RASP)
at the University of Divinity,
Melbourne. Jonathan lives in
Bendigo with his wife, Kim,
and two daughters, where
they are members of the
Seeds community.
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Session 3
When I grow up …

If I knew what I know now,
I would say to my younger self,
focus on your relationship with
God first – put things in place like
having a spiritual director. Focus
more on being rather than doing.
Who we are then flows out to
what we do and how we live.
Charlene Delos Santos Operations Director, Surrender
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Session 3

What does it look like to
follow the call of Jesus
within the context of our
work and particularly as
we are called to steward
our resources towards
a better tomorrow of
justice and renewal?

require a change. To some that will
sound like bad news or hard work,
but the Christian story is, at its core, a
life of renewal and transformation.

Bible Study 3

did God save us?” or “How does
God want us to live?”. These are
brilliant questions. But each of these
questions only makes sense in
the context of the larger question
“Why did God create us?”.

Read – Colossians 3:9-10

When God created, God had
a purpose.

Less than 50% of all Australian
workers are happy in their jobs.1

old self with its practices, and have
put on the new self, which is being
renewed in knowledge in the image
of its creator”.

28 hours a week = nearly 1500 hours
a year – writing emails, searching
for information and attempting to
“collaborate” internally.2

Discuss – what might it mean to
embrace this process of renewal,
transformation and change as a
positive work, as the Spirit forms us
into ever-greater likeness with Jesus?

The starting point for understanding
the purpose of our lives is to first look
to God’s purpose in creating us.
We find our purpose within the larger
context of God’s purpose.

The Australian unemployment rate is
5.6% = 727,500 people out of work
(August 2017).3
In Australia, the high rate of
absenteeism led to 88 million
working days being lost to the
national economy. This came at a
cost of $33 billion in sick leave costs
and lost productivity.4

Introduction
Do you ever feel frustrated that
the things you spend most of your
time doing feel disconnected from
any sense of God-given purpose
or meaning? Do you ever find
yourself at work, or helping out in
the community, or even at home or
church, asking “Why am I here”?
“Why am I doing this”?
Reflect on these questions,
then share within your group.
In my role with SEED I have
conversations with so many men
and women who are going through
their daily lives without any sense of
connection between what they are
doing and God’s big purposes for
the world.
But finding this connection is
possible!
For almost all of us, getting a deeper
connection with God’s purpose will

For most people, this will simply
require a change in the way we think
about our work and roles. Many of
you will already be doing things
that are deeply connected to
God’s purposes.
All you need is a bigger story of
God’s work in the world, and a
framework for understanding what
the connection between His work
and our work is.
For some it will require a change in
the way you act and the decisions
you make.

Reflect
• What do you believe is God’s
purpose in creation?
• What are some other descriptions
of God’s purposes that you’ve
heard before?
Read – Ephesians 1:3-14; 2:1-10;
2:15b-22; 3:8-11
Discuss – what does each of these
passages say about God’s purposes?

Hopefully you have found there
are a number of strands to God’s
purposes:
• God’s praise and glory
• To gather all things under Christ

And for others it may represent a
calling to change an unjust system
or structure, or perhaps to even
consider a change in role.

• Unity and reconciliation in
the body

Reflect – (invite members of the
group to take 5 min to respond to
these questions). If appropriate,
allow space for sharing.

• That the church might be a
demonstration of the wisdom
and power of God to the rest
of the cosmos

• To release God’s people for
good works

• Do you see your work as
a “calling”?
• Why, or why not?

Purpose –
The Starting Point
We rightly spend a lot of time in our
churches, bible studies and quiet
times focusing on questions like
“How does God save us?” or “Why

1 Survey Sampling International on behalf of
2 The social economy: Unlocking value and
productivity through social technology” by
McKinsey Global Institute (SMH, 30/7/2012)
3 www.abs.gov.au/ausstats/abs@.nsf/mf/6202.0
4 www.hcamag.com/hr-news/which-country-takesthe-most-sickies-206351.aspx
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The key thing to notice in the first
three chapters of Ephesians is that
these strands are all connected to
one another. We cannot read the
first three chapters of Ephesians and
come to any conclusion other than
that in God’s purposes, the work of
salvation and the making of disciples
are connected to God’s desire for
flourishing relationships and the
seeking of justice or shalom, which
is connected to the glory and praise
of God.
Discuss – how does this picture
relate to your own experience of how
work is valued and talked about?
In many churches there remains an
unspoken divide between important
church work where Sundays are the
main game, and secondary secular
work. Sometimes the jobs of fixing
pipes, teaching children to spell,
filing documents or delivering babies
are framed as distractions from real
kingdom work. But God is clearly
interested in all of life...in all of
God’s creation.

Group Exercise 3 – The Way we
think about Work.
Visit http://4tm.me/rwl and download
the Group Exercise 3. Provide each
member of the group a copy of The
Way we think about Work. Read the
introduction together and explain the
activity. Invite the group to spend 5-10
minutes reflecting and answering the
questions. Finish with sharing.

Reflect + Discuss
• What are the main challenges
you face as you seek to faithfully
follow Jesus in your workplace/
community?
• Think of the times when you feel
uncomfortable at work. When do
you feel a tension, like something
isn’t right?
• What is causing you to feel
that way?

Once we have a clear sense of how
our work fits with God’s purposes,
we next need to consider what
change God desires for us in and
through our work.

• Is it something you can
change personally?

Reflect

Prayer

Imagine God came down to your
workplace or community. What would
God see? How would you feel?

Pray together asking God to show
you one next step you could take
to help your workplace/community
move toward a better tomorrow of
justice and renewal?

Where do you see goodness or signs
of God’s grace in your vocation?
Where do you see brokenness in
your vocation?

Our Place in
God’s Purposes

we truly seek to live faithfully, we will
necessarily be agents for change in
our workplaces/communities.

A clear picture of God’s purposes
is vitally important, but how does
this big picture relate to our
everyday lives?

What would God like to see?
What is God’s intention for the
people you work with? What is God’s
intention for the people you serve
through your work?

Discuss this quote from David
Benson who defines work as
“cooperating with God in the
transformation of the world”.

Imagine 10 years from now. What
would your workplace/community
look like if it were more aligned with
God’s intention for it?

Any good work we do ultimately
traces back to God’s original and
ongoing work in the world. We
work this out in the many specific
callings and contexts where God
places us – as husbands and
wives, parents, children, employers,
employees, members of the church,
and more.

Discuss – Take some time to
share your reflections with others
in the group.

Agents for Transformation

• Or does it require change from
someone else? Or the system?

Suggested Resources
Purpose Discovery Course – from
our friends at Seed. This is a great
next step, particularly for anyone at
a transition point in life. This course
will take you through a framework
to better align your life with God’s
purposes – seedacademy.org.au
Books
Andy Crouch: Culture Making
Amy Sherman: Kingdom Calling:
Vocational Stewardship for the
Common Good
Kara Martin: Workship

God never commands us to change
the world – that’s God’s responsibility.
However, God calls each of us to
be a faithful follower of Jesus in the
context where God has placed us. If
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Christ has no body but yours,
No hands, no feet on earth
but yours,
Yours are the eyes with
which he looks,
Compassion on this world,
Yours are the feet with which
he walks to do good,
Yours are the hands,
with which he blesses
all the world.
Yours are the hands,
yours are the feet,

Yours are the eyes,
you are his body.
Christ has no body now
but yours,
No hands,
no feet on earth but yours,
Yours are the eyes
with which he looks,
Compassion on this world.
Christ has no body now
on earth but yours.
Teresa of Avila (1515-1582), “Christ Has No Body,”

John Beckett John is the Founder
and CEO of Seed, which is a
designer, enabler and incubator
of social or cultural change that
aligns with God’s purposes. Prior
to founding Seed, John spent 6
years as the National Director of
Micah Challenge Australia. He’s
passionate about helping Christians
identify God’s purpose and then
align their own lives, and the change
they create in the world, with that
purpose. John lives in Sydney with
his beautiful wife Allie and three
daughters. He’s got a Masters in
Theology from Regent College in
Canada, loves to teach and mentor,
and is known to occasionally relive
his glory days on the sporting field.
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Renewing Creation

My desire to live sustainably
comes from witnessing
inequalities, between human
societies and between humans
and the non-human world.
Our culture’s practices of
consumerism are exclusive
and damaging. We consider
ourselves separate to the
people and environments we
are exploiting, and I think God
wants us to reconnect.
Mia Allen TEAR supporter
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Renewing Creation

In the last of our Renewed Way
of Living studies we tackle what
many believe to be the most
challenging of topics facing humanity
at present, “how do we live well
within God’s creation?” At some
level, all of us are aware of the
environmental challenges facing
the planet today, species extinction,
ozone depletion, climate change,
acidification of soils, to name a few.
Yet as Christians our response to
these challenges varies greatly, from
denial, distraction and apathy through
to wholehearted life responses. So
before we think through this question
of “how should we live”, we first need
to ask the wider question, “why does
God want us to care for creation in
the first place?”

Bible Study 4
Discuss – How would you describe
the storyline of the bible in a few
sentences? Take a few minutes to
reflect and then share.
For many of us, the Bible is the story
of what God has done to “save
people from their sins”. That is a very
important part of the story, but I would
want to suggest that the story of the
Bible is a bigger story, not just about
God saving me but of God saving
and renewing the whole created
order.
Read – Revelation 21:1-7 + Genesis 1
Discuss – What ideas are similar in
both these passages?
We misunderstand the biblical story if
we ignore the beginning and the end
of the Bible. In particular the idea that
God creates a new earth in both the
first and the last two chapters of the
bible. The creation of the earth is like
Bible bookends, this is how the story
begins and ends.
Read – With this in mind, let’s read
again two of those key passages,
plus a third from the Paul’s letter to
the Ephesians.

The beginning of the Bible… (Gen 1:1)
“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.” (Gen 1:31)
“God saw all that he had made,
and it was very good.”
The end of the Bible… (Rev 21:1-5
edited) “Then I saw a new heaven
and a new earth, for the first heaven
and the first earth had passed away.
God himself will be with them and
be their God. He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has
passed away. He who was seated
on the throne said, ‘I am making
everything new’.”
(Ephesians 1:9-10) “He has made
known to us the mystery of his will,
according to his good pleasure that
he set forth in Christ, as a plan for
the fullness of time, to gather up all
things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth.”
Discuss – What are the outworkings
of these passages for our
understanding of salvation?
God’s purpose is bigger than just
simply saving souls and forgiving
sins. Again and again in the bible we
see that God’s purpose is spoken
about and defined as the renewal of
the whole universe, of all the created
order being renewed back to its
rightful place under the rule of Christ.
From the beginning, God’s intention
has been for loving, healthy,
connected relationships with
humanity, between people and with
the earth. The image of humans
living in a garden, full of abundance
and with “enough” is not simply one
of pleasure, but also of bounty and
abundant economics. We see the
biblical story as one that starts and
finishes with the image of connection
and health, of human flourishing, of
cultural diversity and of ecological
health.

Yet, characterised by what is known
as “the fall”, the whole of creation
is then set against itself with the
immediate consequences seen in
work, labour, human cooperation and
the abuse of the land. Understood
through this lens, we see the biblical
story as God seeking to intervene
and restore creation and human
society back to this original vision
through a host of people, prophets
and lessons, ultimately culminating in
the birth, life, death and resurrection
of Jesus.
Discuss – How, as members of the
‘church’ (the body of Christ), might
this understanding shape the way we
think about caring for God’s creation?

The Earth is Groaning!
We have lived by the assumption
that what was good for us would be
good for the world. We have been
wrong. We must change our lives,
so that it will be possible to live
by the contrary assumption that
what is good for the world will be
good for us ... We must recover the
sense of the majesty of the creation
and the ability to be worshipful in
its presence. For it is only on the
condition of humility and reverence
before the world that our species
will be able to remain in it.
Wendell Berry in “A Native Hill”.

Watch – this TEAR video
http://4tm.me/rwl
Discuss – the key challenges that
arise from it.
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Renewing Creation

It is hard to know where to begin
when reflecting on the list of
environmental challenges currently
confronting the earth. For TEAR
Australia, our focus is continually
driven by the needs and concerns
of our Christian partner agencies
working alongside communities
around the world. In listening to
them, over and over again we hear
the message that the “seasons
are changing”, “things aren’t what
they use to be”.1 Rarely is the term
“climate change” used in these
settings, yet we know that behind
this myriad of environmental
struggles being felt at the local level,
this global phenomenon is the
driving factor.
Activity – Carbon Footprint
Challenge
Ask each member in the group to
visit http://www.footprintcalculator.
org/ and take the quiz, this will take
about 5-10 minutes.
Discuss – Take time to discuss your
results with others in the group. What,
if anything, surprised you? Which of
the areas or questions did you find
yourself most challenged by?

Most of us are familiar with the idea
of our carbon footprint, and the fact
that if everyone else around the
world lived like the average Aussie
we’d need at least three planets
to sustain ourselves. We don’t,
however, have three planets! Basic
mathematics suggests that we are
using up way more than our fair
share of planetary resources,
which is a gross injustice.
If as discussed earlier, we are called
to align our lives with God’s renewal
of the whole of creation, then living
into that reality today takes on a
much greater meaning.
Reflect – What practices have
you adopted in order to live more
sustainably? Why do you do these
things? How have these practices
impacted you, or those around you?
Below is a list of key headings to
guide discussion:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Waste habits
Energy Use
Consumption habits
Transport habits/needs
Sharing practices
Other

Take some time to go through the
list and hear how others in the
group are tackling these challenges.
Pray – Take some time to pray
together, giving thanks to God for
all creation, praying for one another
and our hopes to live lightly on the
earth. You may like to finish by saying
together this prayer over the page ...

Living sustainably
is an important way
to put my faith into
practice, premised
on the fact that
God’s love is for the
entire world, beyond
just humanity.
Dan Ong TEAR Supporter

1 See this recent report from TEAR’s Nepal partner
UMN http://www.umn.org.np/new/publication_
files/UMNews56.pdf

Join with others and sign up
to Renew our World today!
Renew our World is a global
movement of Christians who long
to see God’s world renewed. We
believe that God’s intention for this
world is that no one would hunger,
thirst, or live in oppression. That the
world God created is more than
enough to sustain all creation.
We believe God’s creation is a gift
to us, one that we ought to steward
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and protect. And we know that the
health of creation and of our global
family are inextricably linked – that
as our environment is degraded
so are the opportunities for people
to flourish.
We have immense hope that God
will indeed restore all creation!
Visit www.renewourworld.org.au
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Greg Hewson is the Education
and Communication Manager for
TEAR Australia. In 2007 Greg and
his family moved from inner city
Melbourne to the rich, fertile soil of
South West Victoria, where together
with a number of other families
they’ve been exploring permaculture,
sustainability and faith practices.

Dear Lord,
Renew our spirits and
cleanse our hearts
Renew our minds and
transform our lives
Renew our cities and
rebuild our ruins
Renew our world,
in your name we pray,
Amen.
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Tackle Climate Change

Our world is at a crossroads.
We can choose whether to move
forward, to continue the incredible
gains made against poverty, to strive
to halt climate change, to break
down structures of inequality in our
everyday lives ... or not.

At this moment in time, God is calling
us to Renew Our World. A renewed
tomorrow of justice, shalom and
welcome. That is why we are joining
with Christian around the world in
the Renew Our World campaign.

Join Renew our World today
visit www.renewourworld.org.au
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